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Convention Ahead 


The 1954 Convention of the Louisi- 
ana Library Association will be held 
in Monroe, March 25-27. 


Miss Frances Flanders, Librarian, 
Quachita Parish Library, General 
Chairman, announces the following 


information about accommodations. 
Virginia Hotel: Convention Head- 


quarters 


Rates: Single room .... 3.50 up 
Double room .... 5.00 up 
Twin bed room .. 5.50 up 
Frances Hotel: One block from head- 
quarters 
Rates: Single room .... 4.50 up 
Double room .... 6.50 up 
Twin beds ...... 8.50 up 


Above price for air conditioned 
rooms. Subtract $1.00 if room is not 
air conditioned. 


Alvis Hotel: Five Blocks from head- 
quarters — completely air condi- 
tioned. 


Rates: Single room .... 3.75 up 
Double room .... 5.00 up 
Twin bed room .. 6.75 up 


Moses Motor Hotel: 2521 Louisville 
Avenue (about two miles from 
town) 

All rooms air conditioned 
Rates: Single room .... 6.00 up 
Double room .... 7.14 up 
Twin bed room.. 8.16 up 


Star Motel: 2111 Louisville Avenue 
(about two miles from town) 24- 
hour Coffee shop service and tele- 
phone service—completely air 
conditioned 

Rates: Single room .... 5.00 up 
Double room .... 6.00 up 


Large room with two double beds 
for two people 8.00 up 
Large room with three double beds 
for three people 9.00 up 
All sorts of connecting rooms and 

one suite available. 





Library Legislation 


SALLIE FARRELL 


THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL— 
WuaTt Do WE Do Now? 
According to the ALA Washington Office, 
hearings will be requested on the Library 
Services Bill early in the second session of 
the 83rd Congress. Activities should be con- 
centrated during the present Congressional 
recess. Will you as a member of the Louisi- 
ana Library Association make every effort 
to see your Congressmen, talk with them 
about the Bill and request their continued 
support of the legislation? 
Committee consideration of the Bill was 
not urged during the latter part of the past 
Congressional session because it was con- 


sidered unwise to encourage any action 
until after the Commission on Intergovern- 
mental Relations had reported. This Com- 
mission will study all Federal grants-in-aid 
in the fields of health, education and wel- 
fare. 

OTHER LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


Congressional action which will interest 
Association members include the passage of 
the Audio Visual Postal Rate Bill and the 
Customs Simplification Act and the restora- 
tion of the cut from the Library of Congress 
Distribution of Catalog Cards item. 

No Committee action was taken on H.R. 
5062, the bill to readjust postal rates. 
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Louisiana Librarians Honored 


MEDICAL LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION AWARD TO 
MARY LOUISE MARSHALL 


The Mary C. Noyes award for outstand- 
ing achievement in medical librarianship 
was presented to Miss Mary Louise Mar- 
shall by the Medical Library Association at 
its annual meeting in Salt Lake City during 
June. 

Miss Marshall was cited for her “‘out- 
standing and unselfish contributions to the 
profession, for her loyalty to the associa- 
tion, and for her foresight with respect to 
the needs of the profession.” 

Miss Marshall, librarian of the Rudolf 
Matas Library of the Tulane Medical School, 


‘celebrates this year her 25th anniversary 


with the Medical School Library. She 
served as president of the Medical Library 
Association from 1942-46. 

In July, Miss Marshall presided at a ses- 
sion of the First International Congress on 
Medical Librarianship, meeting in England. 


OBERLY AWARD TO 
DOROTHY B. SKAU 


Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, Librarian of the 
New Orleans Branch, U. S. Department ot 
Agriculture Laboratory, along with Mr. 
Ralph W. Planck and Mr. Frank C. Pack, 
chemists at the Laboratory, received the 
Oberly Award for 1951-52 for their Ab- 
stract bibliography of the chemistry and 
technology of tung products, 1875-1950. 
The award was made at the recent Ameri- 
can Library Association Convention in Los 
Angeles. 

The Oberly Award, a memorial to the late 
Eunice Rockwood Oberly, Librarian of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau 
of Plant Industry until her death in 1925, is 
given biennially to the best work in the field 
of agriculture and natural science. 

Congratulations Mrs. Skau 
Marshall. 


and Miss 





A Tribute to the Chicago 
Public Library 


FANNY BUTCHER 


The Thirteenth Annual Authors Luncheon sponsored by the Friends of the Chicago 
Public Library, was held at the Hotel Sherman on Saturday, May 23. Honored at the 
Luncheon was Fanny Butcher, well-known literary critic for the Chicago Tribune’s 
Magazine of Books. Many of her friends in the literary and book world came for the 
occasion to pay tribute to her as a creative critic and newspaper woman who had long 
been a beloved figure on the Chicago and national literary scene. In responding, Fanny 
Butcher shared the spotlight with one of her oldest friends, The Chicago Public Library, 


of whom she said... . 


“The real heroine of this historical and 
novel day is our Public Library, who let us 
say, is a grand old lady. She proudly admits 
that she is an octogenarian, but manages to 


grow younger, more zestful, more vigorous, 
more useful with each year. She possesses 
more real wealth than Fort Knox, but hides 
none of it behind bars and armed guards. 
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She lends eight and a half million of that 
wealth every year asking in interest only 
the opportunity to compound those millions 
to billions some day. She feeds hungry minds 
and souls and is herself thus miraculously 
nourished. She leads little children into 
magic countries of the mind, comforts the 
aged, is eyes to the sightless, tutor to the 
ambitious, tireless in her help to everyone. 
She traces her lineage 2000 years and more, 
directly to the libraries of Alexandria which 
were the center of the literature and the 
learning of the whole world, and today she 
rightly holds her head high among the great- 
est of the Alexandrian descendants. Our 


Public Library is literally the Alma Mater, 
the fostering mother to all of Chicago, and 


she numbers among her grateful alumni its | 


entire citizenry. As one of them I want to 
say thank you to the Chicago Public Library. 
And as an ordained, however minor preacher 
of the gospel of books, I would like to’ say 
as we part, this paraphrase of that beautiful 


benediction ‘May books too, bless us and | 


keep us, make their words to shine upon us 
and give us—and if possible the whole 
world—peace.’ ”’ 

{The above tribute, supplied by Sallie 
Farrell, might well be paid to all public 
libraries, ed.} 





Workshop on Louisiana Library Materials 


MRS. FLORRINELL F. MORTON 


July 20th to August 8th found thirty li- 
brarians and teachers working together at 
Louisiana State University to examine and 
evaluate for school use Louisiana library 
materials. The workshop, co-sponsored by 
the State Department of Education and the 
Library School, was under the direction of 
Lillian Kennedy, director, East Baton Rouge 
School Board Materials Center, and had as 
its librarian, Janet Campbell, whose recent 
library experience has been at Winnsboro 
and at St. Martinsville. The state school 
library supervisor, Mrs. Lena Y. deGrum- 
mond, and the director of the Library School 
gave over-all direction as well as serving as 
consultants of study groups. The participants 
represented almost every possible variation 
in school library, and many classroom teach- 
ing responsibilities, as well as a wide geo- 
graphical spread. 

Working within a limited period, the 
group undertook to make its efforts as fruit- 
ful as possible by building upon the work 
of previous groups and individuals. Printed 
bibliographies of Louisiana materials, and 
especially Mildred P. Harrington’s The 


Southwest in Children’s Books, the lists of 
Louisiana materials supplied by the various 
school librarians of the state, and represent- 
ing actual materials on the shelves of Lov- 
isiana schools, and the lists so generously 
given by the Projects Committee of the 
Association of Louisiana School Librarians 
served as points of departure for the three 
study groups, Language and Recreative Arts, 


Social Studies, and Science and Industry, | 


which used the libraries of the Baton Rouge 
area as their laboratories. 


The bibliography which will be the tangi- 


ble result of the workshop is now in process | 


of being edited and will shortly be available 
for distribution from the State Department 
of Education. It is to include only those 
titles that have been examined by one or 
more participants and that are recommended 
by the group for school use. In so far as 
possible it is limited to materials prepared 
for young people and considered of more 
or less permanent value. 

It is hoped that it will serve both public 
and school librarians as an aid to selection 
and use of Louisiana materials, and that it 
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will stimulate not only the use of materials 
that are available but also the production of 
needed materials in areas where little or 
none is now in print. 


The staff and participants wish that they 
might share with all who are interested in 
the use of Louisiana materials with young 
people not only their bibliography, but the 
intangibles of the workshop. The satisfac- 
tions of intensive work, the joys of discov- 


ery, the stimulation of co-operative effort 
and of the give-and-take of the conference 
method are thrills that can only be experi- 
enced, not described. The greater interest in 
and awareness of Louisiana materials, a 
deepened critical sense, an increased pride 
in the productivity of Louisiana authors, 
and in the attention that has been given to 
Louisiana by authors not our own, it is 
hoped, may be imparted through the bibli- 
ography, at least in part. 





The Shreve Memorial Library 
A History 


By 
BESS VAUGHAN, Librarian 


When the nineties were gay and bicycles 
were built for two, when Annie Rooney and 
the Gibson Girls were cavorting around the 
sidewalks of New York, when “Casey at 
the Bat’” and dime novels were basking in 
the sun of their popularity, the golden bird 
of CULTURE, jato-ed* by Chicago’s fabu- 
lous World’s Fair, swooshed off across the 
country bringing to America’s 63,000,000 
inhabitants a first awareness of their own 
heritage and capacities. No longer was it 
necessary that American eyes strain toward 
far horizons and alien cultures. 

Shreveport’s 12,000 inhabitants, not un- 
touched by this golden flight, were inspired 
to establish for themselves a stronghold of 
culture. Like churches of the period, separat- 
ing the sheep from the goats, the Shreveport 
Library Association, organized by the good 
ladies of the town and providing a more or 
less co-ed service, was soon followed by the 
Mechanics Library, for men only. 

The Library Association had quarters in 
the Court House and in winter months was 
open for service on Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday afternoons from 3 until 5 P.M. 


* Jato: Jet assisted take-off. 


In summer, service was given between 9 
and 10 A.M., only, but on the same days— 
presumably reading was not popular in the 
heat of summer. How times have changed! 
The Mechanics Library, located on Market 
Street at the present site of M. L. Bath Com- 
pany, was open at all hours because it was, 
in actuality, a club masquerading as a library. 
Membership in either organization was by 
subscription, and each was supported by its 
memberships. 

Shortly after the turn of the century, atti- 
tudes became more liberal and the goats 
mingled more freely with the sheep, thus 
it came about that the Mechanics Library 
merged with the Library Association into 
the People’s Library. Still on a subscription 
basis, the new library moved to larger quar- 
ters and was housed in the 300 block of 
Crockett Street. 

By 1901, Andrew Carnegie, retired from 
active business, had begun launching his 
famous philanthropies, one of which was 
his contributions to free public libraries. 
In 1903, an attempt was made to secure a 
free public library and a Carnegie building 
for Shreveport. Possibly there were two fac- 
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tions, for when put to popular vote, the 
project was defeated. The People’s Library 
remained on a subscription basis until the 
day its doors were closed for the last time, 
but the idea of a free public library was kept 
very much alive. 


A decade and a half of Shreveport’s physi- 
cal, political and cultural growth were to 
pass before another definite move was made 
concerning the People’s Library. Again, the 
ladies were to take the lead in January of 
1918, with a mass meeting of 40 women’s 
organizations at which were adopted resolu- 
tions favoring the establishment of a free 
public library. Because World War I was 
then in progress there was no immediate 
result from the action of the ladies. With 
the close of the war, efforts were renewed, 
resulting in the voting of a $265,000 bond 
issue dedicated to the purchasing of a site, 
the erecting and equipping of a free public 
library. 

Named in honor of Captain Henry Miller 
Shreve, founder of the city, the Shreve Me- 
morial Library was dedicated and opened 
for service on December 6, 1923, with a 
collection of 6,991 books, most of which 
were contributed by the People’s Library. 


For nearly 13 years the services of the 
Shreve Memorial Library were directed by 
Mrs. Lois White Henderson, its first Li- 
brarian. To the suburb of Cedar Grove, 
Shreve’s services were extended in 1929 
with the establishment of a small branch 
library located in the American Legion Hall 
on Southern Avenue at 67th Street. In the 
next year, by request of Caddo Parish resi- 
dents living outside of Shreveport, a con- 
tract between the Shreve Memorial Library 
and the Caddo Parish Police Jury was 
agreed upon whereby library service was 
extended to all white residents of Caddo 
Parish. Within the year, 1930, five small 
stations were established in various localli- 
ties, and Shreveport’s own golden bird of 
CULTURE stretched her wings. 

The two ensuing decades saw considerable 
growth and quite a few changes in the af- 
fairs of the Shreve Memorial Library and its 
services. By the spring of 1933, four more 


stations had been provided for the use of 
parish residents and, within Shreveport, a 
branch had been established for the exclu- 
sive use of Negro residents. In 1936, Mrs. 
Henderson resigned as Librarian and Miss 
Dorothy Moss became Shreve’s director for 
the next two and a half years. 


Again parish service was extended with 
four new stations, making a total of thirteen 
outlets for the use of rural residents in 
Caddo Parish. Plans for enlarging the Shreve 
Memorial Library building were all set, the 
financing of the project was all arranged 
and actual construction on the point of 
beginning, when Miss Moss elected to fol- 
low the marital way of life, late in 1938. 
Responsibility for the subsequent guidance 
of Shreve’s affairs fell upon the shoulders 
of the present Librarian on November 1st 
of that year. 

The additions to the main library build- 
ing were completed the following spring 
and with summer came the establishment of 
the last two stations for service to rural 
residents. At this time the Caddo Parish 
Police Jury was providing a $6,000 appro- 
priation for the fifteen stations, while the 
City’s appropriation for the main library 
and two branches within the city limits, 
amounted to $16,000. 


For the first time, in the city of Shreve- 
port, a tax for the support of the municipal 
library was proposed in the fall of 1940. 
Again there were two factions, for the one 
half mill tax proposal almost passed in the 
election of October 29th. Those who were 
apprehensively eyeing World War II, then 
in progress across the seas, were in the ma- 
jority and the tax was defeated by a very 
slight margin. 

With the coming of war in 1941, Shreve 
Memorial Library became a miniature Grand 
Central Station with new staff members 
coming and going so fast there was hardly 
time to learn first names. Just to keep the 
library open and serving the tremendous in- 
flux of new people and new war projects 
became a daily challenge. 

When World War II was over in 1945, 
Shreveport was bursting at the seams in 
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every way except a financial one and in the 
following spring a new tax proposal was 
presented to the property owners of the 
city. This time the half mill tax was ap- 
proved by a five to one vote, and a period 
of expansion came to Shreve Memorial 
Library. 

The next five years saw the establishment 
of four new branch libraries in residential 
areas and the acquisition of a fifth from the 
parish when Shreveport finally burst its 
seams and was forced to extend its bound- 
aries. Five little expandable match-box 
buildings were constructed for housing all 
but two of the seven branch libraries. In 
the main library new departments were set 
up for the supervision of the branch librar- 
ies, and for services to business people and 


to ‘teen age readers. A browsing room was 
arranged for the pleasure and convenience of 
regular borrowers. Thus ended the first tax 
supported period in the history of the Shreve 
Memorial Library. 

June of 1951 saw the re-voting of Shreve 
Memorial’s one-half mill tax for another 
five year period, providing funds barely suf- 
ficient to carry on present facilities and to 
renovate the old building occupied by the 
Cedar Grove Branch Library. Already those 
little match boxes are too small and addi- 
tional ones are needed; besides, Shreve is 
far behind other libraries in the provision of 
audio-visual services. 

The golden bird of CULTURE ruffles her 
feathers and tests her wings as she shifts her 
weight restlessly from one foot to the other. 





People and Places 


By 
LOLA COOPER, Librarian 


LaSalle Parish Library Demonstration 


LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY SCHOOL: 


Summer session at the Library School was 
a busy time with more than one hundred 
students enrolled from eight states and one 
foreign country. Six Bachelor of Science de- 
grees and eight Masters of Science were 
conferred at the August commencement. On 
the Summer session faculty from the regu- 
lar faculty were S. Metella Williams, Nor- 
ris McClellan, Shirley Stephenson, and Flor- 
rinell F. Morton. Perennial Summer faculty 
back again for 1953 were Mrs. Will C. 
Daniels, Librarian, LSU University High 
School, and Yvonne Toups, Librarian, 
Francis T. Nicholls Junior College of LSU. 
Mrs. Charlotte C. Gaylord, Assistant Librar- 
ian, Trinity University, San Antonio, served 
as visiting associate professor. The Library 
School was host to two groups of Teen-agers 


during the Summer session, the Library 
Assistants section of the Leadership Confer- 
ence, and the Louisiana Association of Teen- 
Age Librarians, with Mrs. T. F. Wilbanks 
as counselor in charge. The last three weeks 
of the Summer Session brought to the cam- 
pus of LSU some thirty school librarians 
and teachers for a conference on selection 
and use of Louisiana Library Materials co- 
sponsored by the State Department of Edu- 
cation and Library School. Miss Lillian Ken- 
nedy, Director of East Baton Rouge Parish 
Materials Bureau, served as director, and 
Miss Janet Campbell as librarian of the 
workshop. Miss S. Metella Williams repre- 
sented the Library School at the Los Angeles 
Conference of ALA and the Association of 
American Library Schools in June, and Mrs. 
Shirley K. Stephenson represented it at the 
Workshop on Library Education conducted 
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by the Graduate Library School, University 
of Chicago, in August. 
NORTHWESTERN STATE COLLEGE: 

]. Mitchell Reames, Assistant Librarian, 
spent the summer at the University ot 
Michigan Library School, where he com- 
pleted residence work for his second gradu- 
ate degree. Genevra Washburn, Librarian, 
Neville High School, Monroe, headed the 
Readers’ Services Division at Northwestern 
during the summer. Exgene P. Watson, Li- 
brarian, attended the Convention of ALA 
in Los Angeles, where he spoke at the ses- 
sion for Teachers College Librarians. Eliza- 
beth Williams received her B. S. in LS. at 
Texas State College for Women, in May; 
she has been placed in charge of the Library 
at the N.S.C.L. Nursing School Branch in 
Shreveport, and will have supervision over 
the other branches, in Alexandria, Baton 
Rouge, Monroe and Pineville. Olive Roberts 
and Genevra Washburn spent their vacation 
in Mexico. 


SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 
COLLEGE LIBRARY: 

Miss Patricia Catlett and Miss Marjorie 
Miller attended summer school at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 

LOUISIANA STATE LIBRARY: 

The statewide Citizens’ Library Movement 
is conducting a concentrated drive for a new 
State Library Building. Executive Board 
members of the Movement, meeting in 
Baton Rouge on August 13, adopted as their 
year’s objectives the two “urgently needed” 
projects of a new State Library building 
and increased funds for the Library’s pro- 
gram. Board members have outlined a sched- 
ule of personal contacts with the heads of 
state organizations and an informational 
program throughout the state to make known 
the inadequacies of the present building. 
Their plans are aimed at bringing about 
widespread action from groups and library 
minded citizens to obtain funds at the next 
session of the Legislature for a building and 
to get an increased appropriation for the 
State Library. Members of the Citizens’ Li- 
brary Movement executive board include 
James L. Love of Hammond, president ; Mrs. 


Fenn A. Leaming of Mansfield, vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. George M. Lester of Bains, sec- 
retary; C. Paul Phelps of Ponchatoula, treas- 
urer; Dr. Harriet Daggett of Baton Rouge; 
Mrs. Martha Robinson of New Orleans; 
John Caffery of Franklin; and Miss Sallie 
Farrell of Baton Rouge, executive secretary. 
Miss Essae M. Culver, State Librarian was 
a scheduled speaker on the program of the 
Nebraska Library Association in October. 
A State Library Bookmobile exhibit of Lou- 
isiana Purchase material was one of the at- 
tractions at six South Louisiana fairs and 
festivals during September and October. 


Mrs. Thomas C. Atkinson, \ibrarian of the 


Louisiana collection arranged the exhibits 
and was in charge of the bookmobile tour. 
Miss Mary Graham Stewart, State Library 
cataloger who is, unofficially, chief poster 
designer on the staff made up the colorful 
posters and displays. Included in the mater- 
ial was a brochure on ‘Louisiana in 1803” 
written by Mrs. Atkinson, and a bibliog- 
raphy she compiled of Louisiana Purchase 
material available at the State Library. Other 
features of the exhibit were "Sold to the 
Americans’ the Louisiana Purchase study 
by Miss Bess Vaughan, Librarian of Shreve 
Memorial Library; two panels of original 
sketches by New Orleans States cartoonist, 
John Case used in his Louisiana Purchase 
cartoon strip; and showings of a 16mm his- 
torical film, ‘Romance of Louisiana.” The 
exhibit was scheduled for appearances at the 
Shrimp Festival in Morgan City, the Iber- 
ville Parish Free Fair in Plaquemine, the 
Assumption Parish Fair in Labadieville, the 
Louisiana Sugar Cane Festival in New 
Iberia, the South Louisiana State Fair in 
Donaldsonville and the Louisiana Yambilee 
in Opelousas. The bookmobile used for the 
exhibit is the new one ordered for the St. 
Mary Parish Library Demonstration slated 
to open in mid-October. Miss Ann Kersieck 
of Abbeville will be directing librarian of 
the St. Mary Demonstration, which is the 
39th parish library and the second demon- 
stration opened this year by the State Li- 
brary. Miss Kersieck, a graduate of LSU and 
of the LSU Library School, returns to Lou- 
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isiana from Alabama, where she has been 
extension and children’s librarian for the 
Mobile Public Library since 1945. She had 
previously served as assistant in the Cossitt 
Library, Memphis, Tenn., and as children’s 
librarian at Shreve Memorial Library. Miss 
Ruth Ann Ellender of DeQuincy and Miss 
Evelyn Virginia Shannon of New Orleans 
will be assistants in the St. Mary Parish 
Library Demonstration. Miss Ellender, who 
has been assisting in the Caldwell Parish 
Library Demonstration is a graduate of 
Northwestern State College, Natchitoches. 
Miss Shannon is a graduate of Southeastern 
Louisiana College in Hammond. Adminis- 
trative parish librarians were scheduled to 
meet in Baton Rouge September 24-25 for 
the annual parish librarian’s conference 
sponsored by the State Library. Miss Sarah I. 
Jones, State Library field representative, was 
chairman for the conference and planned 
the program to spotlight library manage- 
ment problems. John Hazard Wildman, 
author and member of the LSU English 
Faculty, was the scheduled guest speaker 
at a Book Dinner September 24, addressing 
the librarians on “The Writing of Novels.” 
A bookmobile clinic was planned for the 
morning of September 26. As a result of 
the widespread response to the American 
Heritage discussion groups sponsored co- 
operatively last winter by the State Library 
and 13 parish libraries, the Heritage dis- 
cussion project is to be continued with em- 
phasis on current affairs. The State Library 
will again sponsor a discussion leader train- 
ing course, planned for November in Baton 
Rouge, with January, 1954 as the possible 
starting date for discussion meetings spon- 
sored by the participating parish libraries. 
Miss Vivian Cazayoux, film librarian, is 
chairman of the project again this year. 
Three staff members spent late summer va- 
cations out of Louisiana visiting relatives. 
Miss Mary W. Harris, extension department 
director, went to Louisville, Kentucky in 
August. Miss Jane Houston, secretary, was 
in Colorado in late August and early Sep- 
tember. Miss Mary Graham Stewart, cata- 
loger, spent the first two weeks of Septem- 
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ber visiting on Long Island and in New 
York City. 

CALDWELL PARISH LIBRARY 
DEMONSTRATION: 

Louisiana’s 38th parish library, was ofh- 
cially opened July 18 at a program in the 
courthouse in Columbia. James L. Love of 
Hammond, member of the State Library 
Board of Commissioners and president of 
the Citizens’ Library Movement, presided 
at the program. Mrs. George M. Lester, sec- 
retary of the CLM, was one of the program 
speakers, as was State Librarian, Essae M. 
Culver. Representatives of the parish and 
city government and of the parish library 
board also spoke briefly on the program. 
Mrs. Rubie M. Hanks, Winn Parish Libra- 
rian, is directing the Demonstration, and 
Miss Vera Jane Godown of Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, is first assistant. Miss Betty Jo Pace, 
of Grayson, La., is Headquarters Assistant; 
Mrs. Grace Brandin of Columbia is Colum- 
bia Branch Assistant. Members of the Cald- 
well Parish Library Board are: Dr. Wren 
Causey, president; Mrs. O. N. Reynolds, 
vice-president; K. R. Russell, treasurer; A. 
C. Banks, Mrs. Lucille Woolvidge and Way- 
mon May, police jury president and ex- 
officio library board member. The W. W. 
Brown Branch was opened August 9 with 
a program on the library lawn. Mrs. Norma 
Humphrey, Librarian of the Negro Branch 
of the Louisiana State Library, was the 
main speaker. Members of the Library 
Board, Dr. Wren Causey, Mrs. O. N. Rey- 
nolds, and Mrs. Lucille Woolridge, spoke 
briefly. Myrtle Lee Collins is the Branch 
Assistant. 


EAST BATON ROUGE 
PARISH LIBRARY: 

Baton Rouge’s new television station 
opened in April, and one of the early 
GUEST HOUSE programs was an inter- 
view with Mrs. Mildred Tyner of the East 
Baton Rouge Parish Library. GUEST 
HOUSE, a program sponsored by Korn- 
meyer Furniture Company features John 
and Marian Ferguson who greet guests as 
if they were coming into their own home. 
The program is umrehearsed and consists 
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of visiting informally with each other. Mrs. 
Tyner was welcomed back from Shreve- 
port where she had been on the staff of 
the Shreve Memorial Library, and she in 
turn talked books with Mr. and Mrs. Fer- 
guson. The first library television program 
was very successful. One of the owners 
and officers of the sponsoring company is 
Mr. J. Andrew Bahlinger, an outstanding 
citizen of Baton Rouge who served as the 
Treasurer of the Library Board for eleven 
years, and a member of the Trustees section 
of the L.L.A. Another program of GUEST 
HOUSE which will feature the library will 
take place in a few weeks when Mrs. Tillie 
Schenker, librarian, will appear and talk on 
cook books and recipes. Mrs. Schenker’s 
“The Library Pantry” is a weekly article 
on cookery and cook books appearing in 
the Foods Section of the State Times and 
Morning Advocate. A number of staff 
changes have taken place. A new staff 
position, that of Reference Librarian, was 


‘ approved by the Personnel Administrator 


and Mrs. Eleanor Joseph: joined the staff 
in June. Mrs. Mary Hill Alston, June 1953 
graduate of the LSU Library School, became 
Bookmobile Librarian replacing Jerome D. 
LeBlanc, resigned. Jewel Moore, formerly 
assistant librarian of the Meridian Public 
Library replaces Mrs. Eulava Dupree, te- 
signed. Mrs. Frances Sibley replaces Mrs. 
Vida Matamoros, who moved to Tegucigal- 
pa, Honduras. On the Carver Bookmobile 
Victor Baham replaced Wilbur Patty, Book- 
mobile operator, and in the Cataloging De- 
partment Janice Gautreaux replaced Mrs. 
Doris Callender who transferred to the 
Parish Treasurer's office. Summer substi- 
tutes for 1953 were Mrs. Mildred Robi- 
chaux and Mrs. Lily Mae Taylor, who 
served during past summers in this capacity. 
On the Library Board replacing Mr. Carl 
Dawson who moved out of the parish is 
Dr. Ben Konikoff, of Baton Rouge, a den- 
tist by profession, who was appointed May 
16, 1953 for a five year term. The Library 
staff and all friends of Mrs. Tillie Schenker 
are grieved over the death of her husband, 


Max Schenker, on August 21st following 
an attack of coronary thrombosis. 
IBERIA PARISH LIBRARY: 

During the summer Headquarters and 
two branches, New Iberia and Loreauville 
were air-conditioned. When the new build- 
ing in Jeanerette was constructed last year, 
it was air-conditioned at the time. Plans 
are being made to extend Bookmobile serv- 
ice to the Negroes when the new Book- 
mobile ordered in August is received. The 
Library Board is beginning work on equal- 
izing the service. It hopes to provide an 
attractive headquarters for this service in 
New Iberia. 

IBERVILLE PARISH LIBRARY: 

Two brand new staff members have been 
added. Gail Dugas is working in the Book 
Processing Department and Gayle Gonsoulin 
is assistant on the Bookmobile and also 
works in book processing. Both are resi- 
dents of Plaquemine. The Library Board 
granted Miss Barbara Spier, first assistant 
to the Librarian, part-time leave this sum- 
mer to attend summer school. Miss Spier 
is working on her library degree. Mrs. 
Ralph Rivet, a former employee, joined the 
staff for the summer. Good news has come 
to the library from the Film Council of 
America that it will be a film preview 
center this year. Also a new discussion 
group will be organized this fall based on 
another Adult Education Program planned 
by the Film Council of America. This group 
will study the essay book and see films 
incorporated into the study called “World 
Affairs are Your Affairs.” Plans are being 
drawn up for a new Bookmobile for the 
parish. These plans will include both inside 
and outside shelving so that the Negro 
population that live in rural areas of the 
parish can be served. Over one hundred 
people attended the opening of Stephen 
Dunn Branch for Negroes in White Castle. 
The informal opening was held on June 
10, 1953. Mrs. Sylvia Briscoe is branch as- 
sistant. This brings the total number of 
branch libraries to four. There are about 
forty stops along the five routes covered 
by the Bookmobile. 
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JEFFERSON PARISH LIBRARY: 

During the months of July and August, 
the following promotions and additions to 
the staff were announced: Esther Claire 
Robertson, formerly Librarian of the Gretna 
Branch, was appointed Supervisor of Branch- 
es. Miss Robertson was succeeded at the 
Gretna Branch by Betty Welp, who was for- 
merly an assistant in the Headquarters Ref- 
erence Department. Jules Bartels, an assist- 
ant at Headquarters, was appointed assistant 
Order Librarian. Alecia Kline joined the 
staff as a Professional Assistant at Head- 
quarters. Mrs. May Heebe, President Li- 
brary Board of Controls, announces the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Charles M. Daniel, for- 
merly Supervisor of Technical Processes, as 
Assistant Librarian, replacing Mrs. Cecile 
J. Ritter who resigned on July 1, 1953. 
LASALLE PARISH LIBRARY 
DEMONSTRATION: 

Mrs. Shirley Wells, Bookmobile Libra- 
rian, resigned to become Teacher-Librarian 
at the Gilbert High School, effective Sep- 
tember 14. She was replaced by Mrs. Claire 
Thompson, a May graduate of Northwestern 
State College. 

MADISON PARISH LIBRARY: 

According to Miss Mary Moore Mitchell, 
Librarian, the library made a total of 375 
reading awards to boys and girls in the 
four white schools of the parish during the 
spring of 1953. Two READING IS FUN 
clubs were sponsored during the school ses- 
sion, one with required reading on varied 
subjects of non-fiction and the other from 
a special fiction list. The first presentations 
were made in March before parents’ groups, 
and the final ones at school assemblies, the 
last of May with stories by the parish libra- 
tian and a book contest for the children 
also on the program. The whole staff agreed 
that winter reading clubs were more effec- 
tive than summer ones, as so many of the 
children do not get to the library in the 
summer. Final awards were made to the 
Negro boys and girls at the end of the 
summer. 

NATCHITOCHES PARISH LIBRARY: 

Elizabeth Builteman replaces Eloise Brock 


as Librarian. Miéss Brock resigned August 
1 to be Librarian of the Bogalusa High 
School. Elizabeth Builteman was librarian 
of Madison Parish Library for 31% years 
and has been high school librarian at Delhi, 
Louisiana, for the past two years. Mrs. Patsy 
Longlois, 1953 graduate of Northwestern 
State College majoring in Business Admin- 
istration and minoring in Library Science, 
is now employed on the library staff. 
NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY: 
The Library Board has purchased the 
one-story brick building at 3841 Washing- 
ton Avenue for $41,500, to be used as the 
Norman Mayer Memorial Broadmoor Public 
Library. The Library takes possession of 
the property on October 1, and since only 
minor changes in the building will be neces- 
sary, an official opening is anticipated be- 
fore the end of 1953. The location is im- 
mediately adjacent to a large regional shop- 
ping center, and a portion of the building, 
which measures 60’x60’, will be set aside 
for a meeting room to serve educational 
and civic groups. Funds for the purchase 
came from the memorial legacy of Mrs. 
Norman Mayer in memory of her husband, 
and the Library Board expects to use the 
remainder of the legacy for a Norman 
Mayer Lakeview Library, as soon as a build- 
ing site is provided. The first Norman 
Mayer Public Library, for the Gentilly 
neighborhood, was opened in 1949. The 
Library Board has authorized the signing 
of the contract for the new Nora Navra 
Memorial Branch Library, at 1902 St. Ber- 
nard Ave. The building of contemporary 
design, is to cost $48,654. In July, the 
Library Board employed Mr. Alfred Morton 
Githens, well-known library architect of 
New York, to come to New Orleans for 
the purpose of surveying the Main Library 
needs and to make recommendations. His 
report recommended a new Main Library 
with total area of from 120,000 sq. ft. to 
160,000 sq. ft., and he estimated that by 
present-day costs the price of such a build- 
ing would range from $2,160,000 to $2,- 
880,000. He pointed out the need for re- 
locating the Main Library in the central 
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street neighborhood, near retail stores and 
office buildings, and he stated that “further 
capital expenditure on the building at Lee 
Circle is out of the question.” At the Au- 
gust Board meeting, the Library Board pe- 
titioned the Mayor and Commission Council 
for suitable building property and for in- 
clusion of the building in the City’s plan- 
ning for the immediate future, as well as 
inclusion in the next bond issue. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of Mr. Githen’s four-page 
report are available upon request by in- 
terested libraries. The Summer Reading 
Program for boys and girls included 
special classes in sketching and arts and 
crafts at the Milton H. Latter and Mayer 
Gentilly Libraries, sponsored in cooperation 
with the New Orleans Recreation Depart- 
ment. In addition, Club members at Gen- 
tilly and Canal Branches made puppets, 
under staff supervision, and participated in 
two days of puppet tournament, one day 
at each of the two agencies. Over fifty 
boys and girls participated in the tourna- 
ment, held the latter part of August, each 
using a hand-made puppet and individually 
prepared script. ‘Magic Tree Story Tellers,” 
volunteers in costume from the Council 
of Jewish Women, told stories at all agen- 
cies during the summer, and “Mrs. Muffin’s 
Magic Party,” broadcast every Saturday 
morning over WDSU, offered weekly book 
prizes to Club members writing the best 
letters about books they had read. 
OUACHITA PARISH 

PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

A new member of the Board of Control 
is Mrs. William King Stubbs, who was re- 
cently appointed to the Board for a five-year 
term. Mrs. Stubbs has a tradition of library 
service in her family, as her Mother-in-law, 
Mrs. Guy P. Stubbs, was a charter member 
of the Board of the Monroe Public Library 
and served on it continually for 33 years. 
As usual the Library had a number of new 
staff members during the summer months. 
Mrs. Margaret Buquoi, a faculty member 
of the West Monroe High School, worked 
as children’s librarian at the Monroe Branch 
during June and July. Miss Louise Guthrie, 


a recent graduate of LSU, who will enter 
Library School in Illinois, in September, 
held this position during the month of 
August. Four students from Neville High 
School were most efficient and pleasant 
workers. They were Elva Jo Cross, Maureen 
Knight, Lucy Ann Jackson, and Janet Ma- 
haffey. Margaret Ann Tatum, a student at 
Louisiana Tech, worked for two months on 
the Bookmobile. Violet Venable, a student 
of Northeast Louisiana College, and Mrs. 
John Lewis augmented the staff of the West 
Monroe Branch. Mrs. James George, an- 
other student at Northeast Louisiana Col- 
lege, served most efficiently as Secretary 
to the Librarian, while Mrs. William Wil- 
son, one of the Bookmobile Librarians, 
worked part time in the Children’s room at 
Monroe. Now that all of the summer work- 
ers are going back to school, the fall and 
winter staff is shaping up. Mrs. J. B. Land- 
reaux has returned to work and goes on 


_ the Bookmobile two days each week and 


does the cataloging on the other two days. 
Mrs. William Wilson has resumed her 
Bookmobile work. Mrs. W. W. Mitchell is 
the new secretary to the Librarian and Mrs. 
E. L. Stinson is the new circulation assist- 
ant in Monroe. With regret, the Ouachita 
Library accepted the resignation of Odalie 
McDonald, Librarian of the Carver Branch. 
She will be a faculty member of the new 
Boley High School in West Monroe. Her 
place will be filled by Irene Dotson, who 
has worked as an assistant at the branch. 
RAPIDES PARISH LIBRARY: 

The interior of the Library Headquarters 
in the Courthouse, unfinished since the 
building was built and the Library moved 
in, is being finished and air-conditioned by 
the Police Jury. The work is in progress 
and the Library will probably be in its 
newly finished quarters by the end of Sep- 
tember. 

RICHLAND PARISH LIBRARY: 

The service by Bookmobile with outside 
shelving for Negroes is growing steadily. 
Bookmobile service for Negroes is given in 
towns of Delhi and Rayville. After the 
closing of school, parish-wide service drop- 
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off some, but interest in summer read- 
ing clubs for Negroes was sponsored by 
two Principals of Negro Schools. In Mang- 
ham, the Principal of the Negro school has 
a small library in her home which is sup- 
plied with books from the parish library. 
Each Saturday she has a story hour for her 
children and those in Rayville; the pre- 
school group is receiving books from the 
parish library and a reading club is spon- 
sored by the teacher. Negroes in the country 
areas are beginning to meet the bookmobile 
at the same STOPS as the white patrons 
and everybody seems happy. A new room 
has been added to headquarters in Rayville 
which is relieving the congestion to the 
delight of the staff. Mrs. Myrtis Cheek, of 
headquarters, has changed her name to Mrs. 
Claydeen Clack. 


SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY: 

The plaza of Shreve Library was the scene 
of one of the most impressive parts of 
the “Holiday in Dixie” celebration in Shreve- 
port on April 30th when the 150th Anni- 
versary of the signing of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase was celebrated. The speaker for the 
program was Major General Robert B. 
Landry, deputy commanding general of the 
Second Air Force at Barksdale Air Force 
Base. Mrs. Ann Wilson is a new staff mem- 
ber working in the Caddo Parish Dept. 
She replaces Mrs. Lucy Lee, who left to 
join her husband who is now stationed with 
the Air Force in Puerto Rico. Miss Bess 
Vaughan, Librarian, attended ALA meeting 
in Los Angeles. Miss Ethelyn Cousin, tef- 
erence librarian, resigned. 

ST. TAMMANY PARISH LIBRARY: 

On July 1, Miss Willie Dee Robbins, Li- 
brarian, resigned to fill the vacancy in Fisk 
Public Library, Natchez, Mississippi. Mrs. 
Cecile J. Ritter accepted the position of Act- 
ing Librarian on July 21. She was formerly 
Deputy Librarian and Supervisor of Branches 
at the Jefferson Parish Library. 
TERREBONNE PARISH LIBRARY: 

The new Library building was formally 
dedicated August 2 during open house cere- 
monies, with many parish and State Library 
dignitaries in attendance. Mrs. F. Floyd 


Bourg, board chairman, welcomed the vis- 
itors. Refreshments were served following 
the ribbon-cutting which formally opened 
the Library. About two hundred people at- 
tended during the afternoon. The building 
was constructed by the D. D. Pittman Con- 
tracting Company, at a cost of $147,626.62, 
including air-conditioning equipment, steel 
book stacks, and architect's fee. 
VERMILION PARISH LIBRARY: 

Miss Sallie Thibodeaux has been appoint- 
ed Assistant Librarian, effective Sept. 1. She 
is a graduate of Northwestern State College. 
The new Gueydan Branch building opened 
with a brief ceremony the latter part of 
September. 

WINN PARISH LIBRARY: 

Miss Tommie Jean Tullos, who has been 
Assistant Librarian for one year, resigned 
to enter Louisiana State University Library 
School. The foundation is being laid for 
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much to the attractiveness and efficiency of 
library service in the parish. Mrs. Rubie 
M. Hanks who has been directing the 
Library Demonstration in Caldwell Parish 
returned as full-time librarian of Winn in 
September. Local members of the Daugh- 


ters of the American Revolution have spon- 
sored a scrap book contest on the subject 
of “Louisiana Purchase” among the juvenile 
patrons of the library. Winner will be given 
a trip to New Orleans to witness the re- 
enactment of the purchase of Louisiana. 





Au Revoir 


This issue terminates my tenure as edi- 
tor of the Bulletin, and in passing on the 
responsibility to my successor, I do so with 
a sense of appreciation for the opportunity 
of serving in this capacity, and with the 
firm conviction that the Bulletin should 
be continued and enlarged. I shall join 
efforts with all who are interested in that 
endeavor. 

The series on the history of Louisiana 
libraries has revealed the unique need for 
perspective and for reflection and evaluation. 
We librarians sometimes need to remind our- 
selves of the continuity of our institutions, 
and of our place in their on-going pro- 
grams. As your editor I have felt that the 
Bulletin serves this purpose as well as others 


which are more obvious. The series of his- 
tories lacks only a very few library histories 
and these are being written. 


My efforts to edit the Bulletin during 
the two year period were made possible 
through the cooperation of my colleagues 
of the New Orleans Public Library, who as 
usual, have cheerfully helped in all phases 
of the work, and have made possible my 
serving in this capacity. Mrs. Jacobs has 
done a great deal of proof reading, which 
I also acknowledge with appreciation. The 
Bulletin staff and officers of the Association 
have been perfect fellow-workers whose co- 
operation in the venture has been wonder- 
ful, and I commend them to my successor. 





History of the Ouachita Parish 
Public Library 


By FRANCES VIVIAN FLANDERS, Librarian 


Monroe, Louisiana 


The history of the Ouachita Parish Pub- 
lic Library dates back to the year 1915, 
ten years before the establishment of the 
Louisiana Library Commission and the enor- 
mous expansion of library interest in the 
State of Louisiana. In that year the Civic 
League of Monroe, of which Mrs. Jessie 


‘Sadler was president, recognized the need 


for a library in the City of Monroe. She 
appointed Mrs. Walter L. Jones chairman 
of a committee to work on this project. 

In the face of almost insurmountable difh- 
culties this committee launched a drive for 
members who would contribute $2.50 each 
toward the support of the library. The Book 
Club gave the initial collection of 731 books 
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and through the efforts of the late Judge 
A. A. Gunby a building was secured. He 
searched the records of the courthouse and 
found the almost forgotten will of Mrs. 
Louise L. McGuire who had bequeathed to 
the city.a small one-room building on Wood 
Street opposite the Courthouse, with the 
“hope,” so the will read, “that it would 
be used as a library.” Since this building 
had been used as a coal house, it was in a 
very dilapidated condition. However, the 
library committee appeared before the city 
council and asked for the use of the build- 
ing. It was granted to them and the work 
of renovation was begun. Coal was shoveled 
out, the building was given a coat of paint, 
shelves were built and the books and furni- 
ture installed. 

On May 8, 1916, the library was opened 
with 731 books and income of $50.00 per 
month. Miss Alice R. D. Gillam, a grad- 
uate of the Carnegie Library School, was the 
first librarian. She resigned at the end of 
the year, probably because of the low salary, 
and Miss Edith Gunby held the office for 
a few months. In April of 1917, Mrs. 
Lillian Herron Mitchell (later Mrs. Fred 
Williamson) became librarian. She served 
the library faithfully and well for more than 
fifteen years. 


The continued existence of the library in 
Monroe owes its life to the bequest of one 
public spirited woman. In 1920 Mrs. Anna 
Meyer died and left her home on the cor- 
ner of Jackson and Calypso streets and 
$20,000 to be used for the upkeep of 
the Library. Mrs. Meyer had a most in- 
teresting and tragic history and she left a 
provision in her will that if the home 
ever ceased to be used as a library, it was 
to be torn down. She did not want any 
other woman to ever keep house in her 
home. In 1921 the library moved into its 
new quarters, which were very spacious at 
the time and which still house the Monroe 
branch of the Parish library, although they 
are much too small now. 

For a period of eleven years, until 1932, 
the library was supported almost entirely by 
the income of the trust fund left by Mrs. 


Meyer. However, in 1932 the fund disap- 
peared and the next eight years were very 
hard ones for the library. Mrs. Edith 
Townes, who served as librarian during 
those years, deserves a great deal of the 
credit for keeping the library going at all 
and the members of the Board of Control 
also did a great deal of the actual library 
work. The City of Monroe and the Oua- 
chita Parish Police Jury. supported the li- 
brary during these trying years with very 
inadequate appropriations, which were final- 
ly abandoned altogether in 1940. 


When this happened, the Board of Con- 
trol realized the necessity of a reorganiza- 
tion of the Library. This was done in 1940 
and it became the Ouachita Parish Public 
Library, supported under a joint contract 
between the cities of Monroe and West 
Monroe and the Ouachita Parish Police Jury. 
In that year the first trained librarian, Miss 
Frances Michie, a graduate of the L. S. U. 
Library School, was employed. She served 
until her marriage in 1945. During this 
time the West Monroe Branch was estab- 
lished and the library grew in usefulness 
to the community. 


In June of 1946, I accepted the. appoint- 
ment as Librarian of the Ouachita Parish 
Public Library. I had served as Librarian 
at Neville High School in Monroe for sev- 
eral years and knew of the need for ex- 
panding the service to the people of Oua- 
chita Parish. I soon realized that the income 
of the library was totally inadequate for 
Parish wide library service. In the next 
year the Board of Control persuaded the 
Police Jury to call a tax election for the 
support of the Library. In July of 1947, a 
one-half mill library tax was voted by an 
overwhelming majority and the tax was 
revoted in 1952. 

With increased funds, expansion went on 
at a rapid rate. The bookmobile was pur- 
chased and put into operation in 1948 and 
the Carver branch was established in 1949. 
In 1949 the library received the Modisette 
Award, presented by the Louisiana Library 
Association, for making the most progress 
of any public library in the state during 
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the previous year. The library has continued 
to grow in circulation, book collection, and 
number of registered borrowers. 

The people of Ouachita Parish have 
awakened to the need of better facilities 
for the library and during the past year 
a number of improvements have been made 
through the cooperation of local groups. Ot 
course the most pressing need of the library 
is a new building for Monroe, which we 
hope to get within the next few years. It 
has been fun to work with the library and 
to feel responsible in some measure for its 
remarkable growth and expansion and I 


hope that each year the library can grow 
in usefulness to the community. The figures 
below give a statistical picture of the state 
of the library at different periods of its 
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